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SUPPLEMENTAL COMMUNICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The referenced application is now under a Notice of Allowance. During applicants' post- 
allowance audit of the file, we have discovered that applicants have not received an 
acknowledgement of the Information Disclosure Statement filed on September 10, 2001 . As a result, 
applicants do not have any record confirming that the Information Disclosure Statement was received 
by the Examiner and that the cited references were considered. During a telephone conversation with 
Examiner Kifle of March 17, 2004, he confirmed that the IDS had been received and considered, and 
agreed to provide applicants with an Examiner-initialed copy of that PTO-1449 form, and suggested 
applicants file this Supplemental Communication to facilitate that acknowledgement. Accordingly, 
applicants hereby request that the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office provide an acknowledgement in 
the form of an Examiner-initialed copy of that Information Disclosure Statement at the earliest 
opportunity. 
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If the Examiner has any questions or comments regarding this request, applicants encourage 
the Examiner to contact their representative at the number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker& Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: March 17. 2004 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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